
Variety Grand Final Lunch

2026 partnership opportunities



 supporting kids for 40 years!

For more than 40 years, the Variety Grand Final
Lunch has been a much-loved Melbourne
institution.

Founded in 1985 by Variety Life Member
Maureen Hafey OAM and her husband, AFL Hall
of Fame Legend Tom Hafey, the event has raised
more than $3 million to support children living
with disability, illness or disadvantage.

Held on the Wednesday before the AFL Grand
Final, the Palladium at Crown Melbourne comes
alive with football fever as 1,200 guests gather
for one of the biggest lunches on the football
calendar.

In 2026, we look forward to building on this
strong legacy and growing our impact for kids,
together.

Take a look at the energy and excitement from
the 2025 event on the next slide.

Variety Grand Final Lunch



event video

see what the 
Variety Grand final Lunch is all about!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvGT-86qb2I


In recent years, the Variety Grand Final Lunch event
has raised more than $1 million for Victorian kids,
helping fund eight Variety Sunshine Coaches for
communities across the state, especially in regional
areas.

Specially modified to support students living with
disability, each coach can transport 12 to 20
passengers per trip. With an average lifespan of 30
years, every coach is expected to complete more
than 6,000 trips.

By providing safe, reliable and accessible transport,
these coaches help children get to school,
participate in activities and connect with their
communities. 

They open up opportunities to learn, build
confidence and experience the world in ways that
might otherwise not be possible.

More than $1M raised and 8 Variety
Sunshine coaches granted since 2022!

Impact in Action

inclusion. connection. opportunity

We love our bus and everything it has

brought to our students. It is out and

about every week.

Principal , Heywood and District Secondary College 

The Variety bus has enabled my class to

participate in weekly Community Access

trips and is just the right size that we

can park easily in the community.

Susan, Prep Teacher, Portland Bay School

It was so much fun taking the Variety

bus to camp.
Logan, Grade 4



Share in the joy as Portland Bay School receive their 
variety sunshine coach! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ThT-7VGMPaY


In 2026, funds raised at the Variety Grand Final Lunch will support
Variety Freedom Grants, helping children across Victoria access
the equipment, services and practical support they need to
participate more fully in everyday life.

Freedom grants respond to the real and often immediate needs of
children and families, funding items such as mobility and
communication devices, therapy, educational resources and
sensory supports. 

By helping remove barriers to participation, Freedom Grants create
greater independence, confidence and inclusion for children at
home, at school and in their communities.

For families, this support can be life-changing. It can mean a child is
better able to communicate, engage in learning, build social
connections and experience the everyday opportunities every child
deserves.

In 2026, our partners will help make that possible, turning
generosity into practical support and meaningful outcomes for
Victorian kids.

Every child deserves the freedom to move, learn,
connect and take part

Variety Freedom Grants

practical support. meaningful impact. 
greater freedom for kids. 



The Variety Grand Final Lunch offers partners a rare combination of
profile, audience and impact.

Partner with Purpose!
where profile meets impact

Align with a trusted charity

 Partner with one of Victoria’s best-
known children’s charities and

support practical outcomes for kids.

Be part of an iconic Melbourne event

 Associate your brand with a
premium AFL Grand Final week event

with strong heritage and corporate
appeal.

Reach an influential audience

 Connect with business leaders,
decision-makers, partners and

community supporters in the room.

Build brand presence

 Gain visibility before, during and after
the event through recognition,

hospitality and event-day exposure.

Create real impact for kids

 Help fund Variety Freedom Grants,
providing practical support that

removes barriers to participation.

Lead with purpose 

 With the introduction of Impact
Partners, there is a new opportunity to

deepen involvement and show
leadership through giving.

In 2026, partners can choose from profile, purpose and practical impact
as a Sponsor or Impact Partner, delivering options for philanthropic and

commercial outcomes



event sponsorship impact partnership

Commercial partnership Donation pledge 
[Tax deductible]

Brand, audience & event benefit Impact-led support for kids

Hospitality & recognition
included Recognition aligned to giving

Marketing-led decision Purpose & philanthropy-led
decision

Two Ways to Partner in 2026
event sponsorship & impact partnership

In 2026, organisations can support the Variety Grand Final
Lunch in two distinct ways: through sponsorship or as an
Impact Partner. 

While sponsorship delivers brand and event benefits, an
Impact Partnership is a tax deductible donation pledge
focused on helping more children and strengthening the
event’s fundraising success.



Event Sponsorship
Opportunities



Logo on Event
material

Segment
Ownership

Live Interview
on Event

Big Screen TVC
Big Screen

Graphic
Table/Tickets

Event Table
Giveaway

Activation in
foyer

Provision of
items for

Fundraising
Activations

Platinum Heart
$50,000 ex. GST

Gold Heart
$35,000 ex. GST

Silver Heart
$20,000 ex. GST

Bronze Heart
$10,000 ex. GST

mention in
event wrap-up

and impact
comms

Sponsorship packages are
designed to connect brand

visibility with meaningful impact

30 seconds x4 3 tables of 10 5

3

2

1

30 seconds x2

15 seconds x4
or

15 seconds x2

15 seconds x1

Logo displayed
on supporter

graphic

2 tables of 10

1 tables of 10

6 tickets
Logo displayed

on supporter
graphic

Event Sponsorship Opportunities 
connect brand visibility with impact

The Variety Grand Final Lunch offers a range of sponsorship levels to suit
different objectives, with each package providing a clear mix of event
presence, brand recognition and meaningful connection to the event’s
impact for kids.

Please note: Platinum and Gold Heart opportunities must include 75% cash component



Impact Partnerships 



brand
recognition

event Cheque
Presentation

Big Screen
thanks

inclusion in
post-event

impact comms

Major impact
partner
$50,000+

Impact partner
$25,000

impact
supporter

$10,000

pledge
recognition at

event

Impact Partnerships 
a new way to lead with purpose in 2026

For the first time, the Variety Grand Final Lunch will offer
Impact Partnerships: a dedicated opportunity for
organisations and individuals to make a donation pledge that
directly supports children and strengthens the fundraising
success of the event.

Designed for those looking to go beyond traditional
sponsorship, Impact Partnerships are focused on
contribution to impact, helping more kids access the
practical support they need through Variety Freedom
Grants.

An Impact Partnership can stand alone or sit alongside a
sponsorship package, offering a flexible way for
supporters to deepen their involvement. 

This model is particularly suited to philanthropy, including
trusts, family foundations, major donors, purpose-led
organisations and businesses seeking to make a meaningful
and visible contribution to children’s lives.

An impact partner is defined
not by visibility alone, but by

community impact.

Please speak to our team about how an Impact Partnership can be tailored to meet your goals. 
You tax deductible receipt will be directly attributed to the Variety Freedom Grants program. 

Tax Donation
Receipt



Middle-high
net-worth
individuals

Individual
Supporters

60,000
Have attended

our events

10,000+

Attendees:
Corporate
Trade
Other

60%
30%
10%

e-news database for
newsletters &

activations

30,000
Social Media

Followers

40,000+
Variety Grand Final
Lunch Attendees

1,200

Attendees enjoy
travel, fine food

and having a
good time!

60%
Male Female

40%

Your brand in front of a highly engaged and diverse audience
Variety Victoria Audience and Reach



Every child deserves the freedom to move, learn,
connect and take part

Let’s Change Kids’ Lives Together

Jodie Carmody
p: 03 8698 3922

e: jodie.carmody@varietyvic.org.au

Estelle Jullien
p: 0493 677 287

e: estelle.jullien@varietyvic.org.au

Melissa Williams
p: 0417 577 020

e: melissa.williams@varietyvic.org.au
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